
REGULATIONS 2017 
 

Following the unacceptable behaviour of some of our competitors in 2016 (outlined in a letter 
sent out to all participating schools) we have reluctantly decided that any such misbehaviour 
by a competitor will result in their immediate exclusion from the festival, with no appeal. 
Please note that footballs will be confiscated and held until the end of the festival. 
We must remind you that when entering the festival you agree to the regulations, one of 
which clearly states that parents are responsible for their children.   
 
1 The Festival is only open to amateur performers. 
 
2 The Festival does not accept liability for the infringement of copyright, recording or 

performance rights arising out of any competitor’s accompaniment or performance. 
 
3 Singing is only allowed in the Song and Dance and Choreography Sections. Pointe work is 

not allowed in classes age 12 and under. Competitors must be 13 years or over to enter 
Contemporary classes.  

 
4 Watford Dance Festival is not a childcare organisation in the full meaning of the Childrens 

Act 1999. Parents and teachers are reminded that the safety of young people and their 
belongings are their responsibility during the Festival. 

 
5 Parents of younger children (8 years and under) may accompany them to the side of the 

stage, but if they wish to remain to watch the performance (at the discretion of the stage 
manager), then they must be in possession of an admission ticket.  

 
6 The use of cameras, video cameras and mobile phones is forbidden in the Theatre. 
 
7 Provision for sound will be as follows: CD player/cassette tape deck. We advise all 

competitors to bring 2 copies of their music and, particularly if one is a CD, a taped version 
would be a helpful backup. Please ensure they are clearly labelled with the competitor’s 
name and dance discipline, together with any written synopsis if applicable and are 
handed in at least 30 minutes before the start of the class. 

 
8 The Festival Committee reserves the right to restrict the number of entries in any class, or 

to combine classes for adjudication. 
 
9 A competitor may dance only once in any one Solo, Duet or Trio/Quartet class. 
 A school may enter no more than two groups in any one Group class. 
 The same dance may not be performed in more than one class. 
 
10 Competitors MUST be ready to dance at least 30 minutes before the start of each class. 
 
11 Gold, silver and bronze medals will be given as first, second and third prizes in all classes 

except Groups, where Certificates will be awarded. Certificates will also be awarded to all 
competitors aged 6 years and under. Competitors aged 7 years and over will be awarded 
certificates on request. The adjudicator may withhold any award if he or she considers 
that an insufficient standard has been attained. 



 
12  A cup or trophy will be awarded to a class winner at the discretion of the adjudicator. All 

cups and trophies presented at the Festival are the property of the Watford Dance 
Festival and must be returned by the date advised in the Syllabus. Holders are 
responsible for any loss or damage which must be reported immediately to Maureen 
Clare  (tel: 01494 583683) 

 
13  Entry forms will not be accepted from a school until all cups previously awarded to 

students of that school are returned. 
 
14 Competitors must enter their own age group - age to be taken as at 1st September 2016 
 
15 Entry and payment instructions can be accessed through the HOW TO ENTER heading 

on the website. Entry fees cannot be refunded if for any reason a competitor is unable to 
attend. 

 
16 The Festival Committee reserves the right to substitute or to engage additional 

adjudicators and to hold competitions on dates and at places other than those notified in 
the Syllabus. Any class may be withdrawn or re-arranged should the number of entries 
warrant it. 

 
17 The adjudicator’s decision is final. No competitor or teacher may communicate directly or 

indirectly with the adjudicator. 
 
18 Complaints must be sent in writing within 7 days of the end of the Festival to the Festival 

Chairman Mrs Adele Friedland, 57 Embry Way, Stanmore, Middlesex, HA7 3AY 
 


